




























Questions to help stimulate discussion of “Delicate Edible Birds.” 
 
 

 
1. What would change about this story if Groff had chosen a different point of view? 

1st person (Bern) 
1st person (Parnell) 
3rd person (Bern) 
3rd person (Parnell) 
 
 
 
 

2. If you accept the description of this story as being written in 3rd person omniscient point 
of view, how close does the author get us to: 

Bern? 
Parnell? 
Frank? 
Victor? 
Lucci? 
 
 
 
 

3. Agree or disagree: Groff’s style is about as far from Hemingway’s as you can get. If the 
story were a Christmas tree, Groff’s would be full of ornaments and lights. Hemingway’s 
spare and decidedly un-ornamental. Do you think Hemingway would’ve been capable of 
writing a story like this? Think about Hills Like White Elephants. How does the “girl” in 
Hemingway’s story compare to Bern in Groff’s?  

 
 
 
 

4. I contend that Groff’s point of view choice is what allows her such great sway in the use 
craft elements like simile and metaphor, and the use of elaborate stretches of exposition 
and conceits that weave allegory, personification, symbols and allusions together to 
create a “heightened” realism—the same way sonic tricks work in radio and film. How 
sound designers can enhance the effect of the snap of a twig, the creak of a door, a fist on 
a chin, the firing of a gun, the whoosh of a sword, to create a more powerful emotional 
impact. What do you think? 














	Binder4.pdf
	Binder3.pdf
	Delicate Edible Birds
	pp118-119
	pp120-121
	pp122-123
	pp126-127
	pp124-125
	pp128-129
	pp130-131
	pp134-135
	pp132-133
	pp136-137
	pp138-139
	pp142-143
	pp140-141
	pp144



	Questions to help stimulate discussion 
	richard-russos-omniscience



